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DOB-ECB violations indicate an uptick in activity, an uptick in  
enforcement, or both. 
DOB-ECB violations are a direct indicator of enforcement for buildings-
related activities. Alongside Stop Work Orders, inspector-issued DOB 
violations document major, hazardous, and immediately hazardous 
infractions across the five boroughs.

We looked at over five years’ worth of DOB-ECB violations
SiteCompli’s Data Insights team analyzed all DOB-ECB violation records 
from 2010 to the present. This information included all issued infractions on 
record - violations that are still currently open alongside violations that are 
closed - in order to represent a cumulative total.

Following construction-related accidents earlier this 
year, the NYC Department of Buildings announced an 
increase in enforcement and jobsite scrutiny. 

SiteCompli wanted to take a closer look at ongoing 
enforcement using DOB compliance data to determine 
if enforcement was actually increasing, especially for 
construction-related infractions.  
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Neighborhoods with the Most DOB-ECB Violations Issued
COMMUNITY BOARD NEIGHBORHOODS VIOS (2010-2015)

Queens 12  n Baisley Park

 n Jamaica

 n Hollis

 n Rochdale Village

 n St. Albans

 n South Jamaica

 n Springfield Gardens

13,134

Brooklyn 1  n Greenpoint

 n Williamsburg

11,164

Queens 7  n Bay Terrace

 n Beechhurst

 n College Point

 n Flushing

 n Linden Hill

 n Malba

 n Queensboro Hill

 n Whitestone

 n Willets Point

10,708

Manhattan 5  n Midtown 10,696

Brooklyn 3  n Bedford-Stuyvesant

 n Ocean Hill

 n Stuyvesant Heights

10,473

Community Info

2nd

Queens 12 

According to their website, Community Board 12 is the 

second largest Community Board in Queens, covering the 

largest area of the borough. Downtown Jamaica hosts 

several municipal and arts buildings, and serves as a major 

transportation hub for the LIRR.  

+
Brooklyn 1  

This Community has undergone a massive amount of 

development over the past few years, with several more 

projects currently in the works. 

250K+
Queens 7  

The largest Community Board in NYC, population-wise (as 

of the last Census) - home to over 250,000 New Yorkers. 

65%
Manhattan 5  

Over 65% of land area in this Community Board is 

dedicated to commercial or office space. 

Brooklyn 3 This Community Board noted a “tremendous 

amount of construction,” in their 2017 FY Needs 

Statement. 

No matter which way you slice it, 
DOB-ECB violation numbers are 
high all over town.
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Average Number of Violations Issued Per Building
COMMUNITY BOARD NEIGHBORHOODS BUILDINGS VIOS VIOS / 

BLDG

Manhattan 5  n Midtown 3234 10696 3.31

Manhattan 1  n Battery Park City

 n Financial District

 n TriBeCa

1739 4916 2.83

Manhattan 12  n Inwood

 n Washington Heights

2885 6387 2.21

Manhattan 4  n Chelsea

 n Clinton

3946 8575 2.17

Manhattan 6  n Gramercy Park

 n Kips Bay

 n Murray Hill

 n Peter Cooper Village

 n Stuyvesant Town

 n Sutton Place

 n Tudor City

 n Turtle Bay

 n Waterside Plaza

3115 6041 1.94

Community Info

50%
Manhattan 12  

of this Community Board area is dedicated to open 

space/recreation, while the next highest use (multi-

family residential) sits at nearly 20%.  

+19.1%

Manhattan 4 

increase in population.  This Community Board 

includes high-profile projects like Hudson Yards and 

high-traffic areas like the Port Authority Bus Terminal 

and Penn Station. 

2MM

Manhattan 6 

square feet of office and retail space was added to 

this Community Board before the 2008 recession, 

and construction permitting picked back up to its 

highest levels in 2015. 

77.2%
Manhattan 1 

jump in population From 2000 to 2010. They also 

have 28% of land space dedicated to institutional 

properties.  

Based on the different 
neighborhoods across multiple 
boroughs, large populations, 
increasing development, and 
ongoing construction projects may 
lead to increased numbers in DOB 
inspections, and subsequent DOB-
ECB violations
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It’s no surprise that neighborhoods 
with the highest amount of 
violations per building happen to be 
some of the most bustling areas in 
NYC – all located in Manhattan. 

Most of the previous are mixed-
use neighborhoods with varying 
residential populations, according 
to the 2010 census.
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Average Number Of Violations Issued by Square Footage 
COMMUNITY 
BOARD

NEIGHBORHOODS BLDGS BLDG AREA 
SQFT

VIOS (2010 
- PRESENT)

VIO/10K 
SQFT

Brooklyn 4  n Bushwick 11592 48991432 6959 1.42

Queens 9  n Kew Gardens

 n Ozone Park

 n Richmond Hill

 n Woodhaven

29460 62737801 8602 1.37

Queens 10  n Howard Beach

 n Lindenwood

 n Richmond Hill

 n South Ozone 
Park

 n Tudor Village

35774 52679848 7037 1.33

Queens 3  n East Elmhurst

 n Jackson 
Heights

 n North Corona

18906 61920063 7560 1.22

Brooklyn 3  n Bedford-
Stuyvesant

 n Ocean Hill

 n Stuyvesant 
Heights

17034 86471337 10473 1.21

Community Info

21% Brooklyn 4  

of land is multifamily residential housing while 21% is 1-2 

family residential housing. 

60% Queens 9 

of land dedicated to 1-2 family residential properties. 

<3% Queens 10  

of land dedicated to commercial or office space. 

(Located adjacent to Queens 9)

+
Queens 3  

This Community Board is host to Citi Field, and adjacent 

to LaGuardia Airport, currently undergoing a massive 

redevelopment project.

 

When we look at the number of 
violations by square footage, 
neighborhoods with a greater 
amount of smaller buildings rise to 
the top of the list.
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We took it one step further and isolated DOB-ECB violations categorized 

under “Construction”. 

DOB-ECB Construction Violations
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  BROOKLYN   BRONX   MANHATTAN   QUEENS   STATEN ISLAND

BOROUGH 2012 2013 2014 2015 TOTALS

Bronx 3045 3117 3825 4029 14016

Brooklyn 6064 6799 9816 13100 35779

Manhattan 5025 5130 6227 9456 25838

Queens 6695 6248 8221 9803 30967

Staten Island 876 1203 1139 1187 4405

TOTALS 23717 24510 31242 39590 111005

of all DOB-ECB violations issued from 2010 – 2015 

are Construction infractions, according to the 

DOB’s data.49%
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DOB-ECB Aggregate Violations 
MONTH 2015 2016 PERCENTAGES

January  4,569  4,104 -10.20%

February  3,870  4,098 5.89%

March  4,091  5,146 25.79%

April  4,625  4,913 6.23%

May  4,613  5,167 12.01%

June  4,168  5,064 21.47%

July  4,604  4,338 -5.78%

Overall, the total of DOB-ECB violations has risen each month compared to 

the previous year, with the exception of January and July. 

The DOB initially made their announcement to ramp up enforcement in 

February, which may possibly account for the 25% increase in March from the 

previous year.

DOB-ECB Construction Violations 
MONTH 2015 2016 PERCENTAGES

January  2,738  3,222 17.68%

February  2,713  2,988 10.14%

March  2,727  4,004 46.83%

April  3,319  3,779 13.86%

May  3,182  3,698 16.22%

June  3,109  3,762 21.00%

July  3,640  3,192 -12.31%

It’s fair to say that DOB-ECB 
construction violations have been 
on the rise.  

What exactly does that mean 
going forward?
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Construction Percentage Share
MONTH TOTAL 2015  C 2015 TOTAL 2016 C 2016 2015% 2016%

January  4,569  2,738  4,103  3,222 59.93% 78.53%

February  3,870  2,713  4,098  2,988 70.10% 72.91%

March  4,091  2,727  5,146  4,004 66.66% 77.81%

April  4,625  3,319  4,913  3,779 71.76% 76.92%

May  4,613  3,182  5,167  3,698 68.98% 71.57%

June  4,169  3,109  5,064  3,762 74.57% 74.29%

July  4,604  3,640  4,338  3,192 79.06% 73.58%

  

While the trend of increasing violations stops in Summer 2016, it’s safe to say 

that any ongoing development is still subject to increased scrutiny. It’s critical 

to monitor construction sites to ensure safety and prevent penalties, now 

more than ever. 

 

No month in 2016 had a construction share 

percentage of less than 71%. 

Nearly every month (with the 
exception of close July and even 
closer June) represented a larger 
share of construction infractions 
issued over DOB-ECB violations in 
the aggregate. 

Still, the fact that overall share of 
construction violations has climbed 
from nearly 60% in January 2015 
to almost 74% in July 2016 shows 
a relatively steady increase over 
time. 

71%
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Bottom Line
It’s not the size of the buildings, the density of the neighborhood, or the 
location of your property – buildings across New York City are seeing an 
increase in DOB-ECB violations, and there’s a good chance those violations are  
construction-related. 

Medium-density neighborhoods (i.e., a good amount of small to mid-size 

buildings in one area) account for the top communities with violations per 

square foot. 

In fact, in all top five neighborhoods, at least 1 DOB-ECB violation is issued per 

10,000 square feet.

No matter which way you look at it - whether you’re located in a Midtown 

skyscraper or a Woodhaven walk-up - there’s a possibility of getting a  

DOB-ECB violation. 

Stay informed and prevent violations across your portfolio:

 n Get the latest compliance news at  
www.sitecompli.com/blog  

 n Learn more about compliance automation technology at  
www.sitecompli.com/solutions
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SiteCompli is NYC’s leading compliance-monitoring 

solution, automatically and continuously compiling 

data from NYC government agencies, including 

DOB, ECB, HPD, DEP, FDNY and more, while 

tracking required inspections on elevators, boilers, 

and façades. Every day, SiteCompli helps thousands 

of owners and managers keep their properties in 

compliance and avoid unnecessary risks and fines.

Dates and compliance information is reported from NYC 
agencies and is subject to change. Each building in NYC has 
specific requirements and deadlines that can differ across 
borough, building type, etc. SiteCompli’s Services are provided 
for informational purposes only, on an “as is” and “as available” 
basis. SiteCompli, its licensors and other suppliers disclaim 
all warranties, whether express or implied, including, but 
not limited to, any promises of accuracy or correctness of 
information provided or omitted. The full list of Terms of Use 
that govern SiteCompli’s Services and website can be found at 
www.sitecompli.com/terms.  
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Contact us today to find out how you can 
revolutionize your compliance.

800.564.1152

sales@sitecompli.com

www.sitecompli.com


